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HELD AT ST. CHARLES, ILL., SEPT, 22, 18641
Tna FIFTH Annual Meeting of the Illinois Conference of the
Free Methodist Church met pursuant to adjournment at Saint
Charles, Kane Co., Illinois, on Thursday, September 22nd, 1864,
at 10 o'clock A. M. REV. B. T. ROBERTS, General Superin­
tendent, in the chair.
The Conference was opened by singing, reading of the Scrip.
tures and prayer by the President.
The President made some remarks with regard to the im­
portance of the deliberations of this body; and the necessity
of the members of the Conference keeping themselves recollec­
ted, and acting as in the immediate presence of God. Two
that were with us last year are safe in the Glory Land. We
know not who of us may pass away the coming year.
E. P. Hart was elected Secretary, and T. S. La DueSecretary
of Statistics. Committees were elected on Religious Services,
Missions, Sabbath Schools, Bible and Tract Society, on the
State of the Country and on Publication of the Minutes. (See
Committees,)
Resolutions in favor of publishing Minutes in connection with
the Genesee and Susquehannah Conferences, passed.
Resolutions concerning the hours for the commencement and
adjournment of the Conference sessions, passed. Committee
on Examination of persoll:::; recommended to the traveling con­
nection was appointed.
DISCIPLINARY QUESTIONS.
1. What are the names of the Preachers and Delegates hav­
ng a seat in this Conference 1
Preachers-J. Travis, J. Mead, T. S. La Due, E. P. Hart,
J. G. Terrill, J. W. Dake, E. G. Ribble, G. L. Shepardson,
J. Millar, C. H. Underwood, N. D. Fanning, M. V. Clute,
8. S. Gitchell, George H. Fox, George H. Compton, Henry
Tones, D. M. Rose,W. D. Bishop, J. E. Whiting, Julius Buss,
8. E. Harroun.
Lay Delegates-H. F. Hodges, E. Collar, S. B. Kimball, J.
P. Corran, E. M. Clark, D. Cooper, C. L. Stowe, F. C. Tritle,
Toseph Jones, John Kenyon, W. Norcross, R. B. Smith, W.
H. Martin.
2. Who are the Stationing Committee 1
B. T. Roberts, J. Travis, J. G. Terrill, R. B. Smith, C. L.
Stowe.
3. What preachers are admitted on trial I
George H. Compton, Henry Jones, W. D. Bishop, Julius
Buss, D. M. Rose, J. E. Whiting.
4. Who remain on trial 1
N. D. Fanning, C. S. Gitchell, M. V. Clute.
5. Who are admitted into full connection 1
George H. Fox, J. Millar.
6. Who have been elected and ordained Deacons 1
James Millar.
7. Who have been elected and ordained Elders 1
C. H. Underwood, J. W. Dake, E. G. Ribble.
8. Who have been located this year 1
None.
9. Who are the superannuated or worn-out preachers 1
Judah Mead.
10. Who have been expelled from the Conference this year t
D. F. Shepardson.
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11. Who have withdrawn from the Conference this year ?
None.
12. Are the preachers blameless in life and conversation 1
Have they through the past year discharged their duties to
God, themselves and one another, as required by Sec. IX, Chap.
III. of the Discipline 1
This was strictly attended to by calling over all their names
in the presence of the Conference, and examining all complaints
and allegations against any.
13. Who have died this year 1
J. W. Redfield, Ira G. Gould.
14. What is the number of church members, &0. (See Sta­
tistics.)
15 and 16. What amounts are necessary for the superanuu­
ated preachers, &c., and what has been collected, &c.1 (See
Statistics. )
17. Where are the preachers stationed this year I (See Ap­
pointments. )
18. Where and.when shall our next Conference be held 1
At Marengo, McHenry Co., Ill., on the second Wednesday
in September, 1865.
I. On Publication of Minutes.
Resolved, That the publishing Committee be requested to take into
consideration the publishing of the Illinois Conference Minutes in con­
nection with the Minutes of the Genesee and Susquehannah Confer­
ences.
II. On the Conference Sessions.
Resolved, That the morning session of Conference shall commence
8.t 8 o'clock, and adjourn at 12 M. Afternoon sessions shall commence
at 1 1-2, and adjourn at 5 o'clock.
III. OnFuneral Sermon of J. W. Redfield and Ira G. Gould.
Resolved, That the Committee on Memoirs be requested to appoint
some one to preach the funeral sermon of J. W. Redfield and Ira G.
Gould.
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IV. Time and place ofnext Conference.
Resoloed, That the next session of this Conference be held at Maren­
go, McHenry County, Illinois, on the second Wednesday in Septem­
ber next.
V. On Ezpenee of Publication. of Minutes.
Resolved, That a subscription be now taken to defray the expense of
the publication of the Conference Minutes, each person subscribing to
receive the value of the amount subscribed in copies of the Minutes
when published.
VI. On Fratel'lwl Delegates.
Resolved, That J. Travis and C. H. Underwood, be appointed as Fra­
ternal Delegates to attend the next session of the Illinois Conference of
the Wesleyan Methodist Church.
VII. Bible and Tract Society.
Resolved, That the attention of the Bible and Tract Society be devot­
ed to the circulating of Tracts exclusively, the coming year.
VIII. Superannuated Preacher's Fund.
Resolved, That J. Travis be appointed to receive and disburse the
Superannuated Preacher's Fund.
IX. Publication ofMimttes.
Besotted, That a Synopsis of the proceedings of this Conference be
furnished the following papers for publication: Chicago Daily 'Tribune,
American Wesleyan, St. Louis Democrat.
I.-ON THE·BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY.
Your Committee beg leave to report; That, after having reviewed
the field to be occupied by us, and the work to be done, we have con­
cluded that the organization effected at the first District Quarterly Con­
ference of last year, affords ample facilities for carrying on the work;
and therefore recommend its adoption by this body, and the election
of a Board of Officers who will put the Society into immediate opera­
tion.
II-ON SABBATH SCHOOLS.
Your Committee beg leave to report as follows: There has been
some progress in the Sabbath School cause among our churches the
past year. Still we have to regret that this progress has not been
commensurate with our ability. We earnestly request our brethren
in the ministry to give this �u')ject greater attention, by fervent, secret
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prayer in regard to H, and by direct personal labor with individuals,
families and children, and by more frequent and pointed preaching,
in a word, by more thoroughly studying and practicing the excellent
instructions of Sec. 14, Chap .. 3d, of our Discipline. And we exhort
our membership to renewed prayer and systematic labor in this im­
portant and blessed work. We agree with the S. S. Committee of last
year in discountenancing pie-nics, excursions, social gatherings, the­
atrical performances, caravans, and all dissipations of a similar char­
acter, believing them to be worldly and pernicious.
III-STATE OF THE WORK.
Your Committee beg leave to report as follows: We deem it of
the first importance that we be united among ourselves. Having
taken, by the grace of God, an uncompromising stand against all sin,
having come out from the world, and therefore looking, according to
the saying of Jesus, that the world will hate us-and having not only
the pro-slavery and secret society influence, but the influence of the
fashionable, formal churches of the day all combined against us, we
feel deeply the necessity of union among ourselves; If we are united
what can stand against us? But as our excellent Discipline says, in
the 16th section of Chap. 3d, a section that that we would do well to
read and ponder, "If we divide we shall destroy ourselves, the work
of God, and the souls of our people." 'Ve must keep together; the
necessity is imperative. That we may, let us see wherein we are uni­
ted, and
1st. We are Free Methodists. We hold to the common doctrines of
Methodism. In particular, we believe cordially in the doctrine of en­
tire sanctification, and-that it is an instantaneous work, attainable by
faith.
2. The great end of our faith is the salvation of the soul. No earth­
ly interest can bear any comparison to this; therefore our labors in
private and public should be directly calculated to save souls and
build them up in faith and holiness. We should make no conditions
of salvation that are not found in the Word of God.
3. We believe that God does still answer prayer for the healing of
the body, according to James, v. 15, "And the prayer of faith shall
save the sick." Methodist biographies contain too many well-authen­
ticated cases; and too many instances have occurred among us, for us
to call this truth in question. But we do not believe that anyone
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has the power to heal whoever he pleases, or when he pleases. Nor
Is the gift of healing to be sought after as a distinct, specific blessing.
This with all other spiritual gifts God divides to every man severally
as he-God-will.
4. While we hold to being led by the Spirit, we do not believe that
anyone is so fully led by it that he is not liable to make mistakes.
Though the Spirit of God cannot err, we can, and we may think
we are led by the Spirit when we are not. God's Spirit never leads
us contrary to hisWord, nor in a way to supercede the necessity of dil­
igently searching the same that we may know the mind of the Lord.
5. We believe that modern spiritism is of the devil, and we have
no sympathywith it in any of its forms and phases. Neither have we
any fellowship with the heresies of Mormonism or the so-called lat­
ter-day saints.
6. Thus far we are agreed, and while we differ 'somewhat it may be
in our modes of working, and in our judgment of the best method of
dealing with such extravagances as have always manifested themselves
in connection with a powerful work of God, still we will cherish the
most cordial love and sympathy for each other, we will be more careful
in believing reports to the prejudice of a brother, and when we hear
them, we will not relate them to others, nor lay them up against him
until we have communicated them to the brother to whom they refer
and have received his explanation.
7. 'Ve would call attention to the indulgence of a spirit of ostenta­
tious display, accompanied by a spirit of unhallowed bitterness which
manifests itself in indiscriminate attacks upon the ministers and upon
each other, breaking in upon the tried and established forms of worship,
-the bearing of blind burdens, (see Wesley's sermon on evil speaking)
at the same time neglecting to give private reproof according to Scrip­
ture rule, Matt. xviii. 15-17. Your Committee believe were these
things done away which render it impossible to keep the unit)" of' the
Spirit in the bonds of peace, we might consistently pray and believe
for those baptisms of the Spirit so necessary to carrying on the work
f God among us. Praying the great Head of the Church to give us
mutual forbearance and a patient and teachable spirit, gentleness and
meekness with all the fruits of the Spirit, we most respectfully sub
mit the above.
IV-ON MISSIONS.
Your Committee on Missions respectfully submit the following re­
port:
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Whereas, In view of the of the spiritual death and desolation that
reigns through the land, we feel we have been raised up as pre-emi­
nently a Mission Church, and
Whereas, The standard of vital Godliness has been greatly lowered
by the so-called evangelical churches of the day, we feel it to be�ur im
perative duty as a people to inquire for the old paths, which is the good
way, and walk therein, and lead others into the highway of holiness
cast up for the ransomed of the Lord, therefore.
Resolved, In view of the extent of the work forcing itself upon our
attention, comprising as it does the whole Christian world, we feel
called upon to exert ourselves to the utmost to do the work God im­
poses on us, but at the same time we would call more especial atten­
tion to the St. Louis work. We see the hand of' God in Dr. Redfield's
going there, and feel grateful for the opening thus made, and under
obligation to sustain the work begun there, not only by sending one of
our most efficient men, but also by the means God has so bountifully
placed in our possession.
Resolved, In view of the increased expense of living in consequence
of the war, we will make an appropriation of five hundred dollars for
the support of a preacher there.
Resolved, That for the spread and permanence of the work of God in
St. Louis, a church edifice is imperatively demanded. The Ark of God
must find a resting place. We trust the preacher who goes there will
make a special and determined effort to procure for us a place ofworship,
and we pledge ourselves to assist in this work to the utmost of our
ability; and we earnestly exhort our people in all our churches to con­
tribute liberally for this purpose.
Resolved, That we hold our annual Missionary services on Sabbath
evening next, and that Bro. B. 'I', Roberts be requested to conduct the
services on the occasion.
Religious services were held each evening during the session
of Conference, and a good degree of the presence of the Lord was
realized. Thursday evening, Rev. T. S. La Due preached from
L'I'im, vi. 12, "Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eter­
nallife." Friday evening Rev. E. G. Ribble preached from
Jas. Y. 16, "The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much. Saturday evening by request of the Committee
on Memoirs, Rev. B. T. Roberts preached the funeral sermon
of J. W. Redfield and Ira G. Gould, from Rev. vii. 14, "These
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are they which came out of great tribulation, and have wash­
ed their robes, and made them white in the blood- of the
Lamb."
Sabbath morning a Love Feast was held, during which over
a hundred testimonies were given to the power of Jesns' blood
to save from all unrighteousness-after which Rev. B. T. Rob­
erts preached from Zech. iv. 6, "Not by might, nor by power,
but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." At the close of the
sermon Br'll. C. H. Underwood, E. G. Ribble and J. W. Dake
were ordained Elders. Sabbath afternoon Rev. C. H. Under­
wood preached from Acts iii. 19. "Repent ye therefore, and
be converted, that your sins may be blotted out When the times
of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord." At
the close of which, James Millar was ordained Deacon. Sab­
bath evening, in accordance with the resolution of the Committee
on Missions, a Missionary Meeting was held. Rev. B. T. Rob­
erts presided. Br'n. Travis, Terrill, Underwood and Fox made
some remarks, showing the crying demand for missionary labor
in our larger cities, after which a subscription was taken up, and
one hundred and thirty dollars were raised, making with the
amount raised at Camp Meeting the week previous, over five
hundred dollars to be expended on missions the coming year.
REV. A. G� TERRY, of the GENESEE Conference was introduc­
ed to the Conference: He praised God for permitting him to
visit this Conference. Though seven hundred miles separate
us, we are one in Christ Jesus, He liked the report on the
"st:1te of the work,"-thought it was about as the Genesee
Conference would get it up-there will be no fanaticism among
us if we live to the word of God. He was glad he was in this
Church. He felt at home. He believed in getting blessed, he
wanted not only to be blessed at Camp Meeting but to feel the
holy fire burning in :mm continually. He felt as if he must
come out and get blessed with the people here. At any rate
he would meet them on the other shore.
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REV. MR. MORGAN, of the N. E. Conference of the M. E.
Church was introduced. He said he had never seen the West
before. He wanted to see it. He had wanted to get into a
country where he could draw in a long breath without taking in
a rock or a hill, and where he might take in a breath in the
Holy Ghost without any out side pressure. He wanted to see
Free Methodism-he attended the Camp Meeting, and said to
some there, "this is what I have been contending for for years."
He was for running the old line all the way through, hoped the
people would not be afraid of him because he belonged to an­
other Church.
REV. II. R. VVILL, of the Illinois Conference of the Wesleyan
Methodist Church of America, was introduced. lIe rejoiced
in the work that was being done by this body, and in looking
over the numerous small bodies that have separated themselves
from the M ....E. Church, he thought whatever might be the minor
differences, they ought to labor together in the work of sal­
vation. He here gave a short sketch of the Viesleyan Methodist
Church-thrust out for being mouth for the dumb-for taking
up the cause of the slave. Their founders were men of God,
but in their controversies they lost, to some extent, the power
of God, but he was thankful they were now returning to the old
principles. They had not increased very rapidly, on account of
the pro-slavery, secrect society influence brought to bear against
them, but had increased some,-llOW had a good Book Concern
nearly out of debt. He had feared that when the issues upon
which they came out as a people, came to be acknowledged they
might become cold and formal, but he thanked God that it was
not the case, especially in the Illinois and Champlain Conferences.
Inasmuch as the Free Methodists had no weekly organ of their
own, he would call their attention to the American Wesleyan,
published at Syracuse. He hoped that this attempt for fraternal
relations might be blessed, and that we might all stand up for
God and Holiness. He closed by bidding the F. M. Church
God speed.
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REv. MILTON SMITH, Fraternal Delegate from the Illinois
Conference of the W. M. Connection was introduced. He said,
our Conference thought it was meet and right as we were bound
together by the same ties, to send yom body congratulatory
greetings, knowing no differences in doctrine or usage, we join
in heart and hand to push on the conquests of the Redeemer's
kingdom.
MEMOIRS.
Two of the most devoted and useful members of this Conference
have fallen during the year. We are admonished that what we do
must be done quickly. The Master standeth at the door. We have
no time, for loitering-none for self-indulgence.
JOHN \VESLEY REDFIELD was a man of deep piety, unbending in­
tegrity and great humility. He walked with God. He was a preach­
er of extraordinary power. Wherever he went, thorough and exten­
sive revivals followed. Five hundred souls have been awakened un­
der one of his sermons. He labored extensively at the East, in New
England and New York with the best results. In 1858, he held a pro­
tracted meeting at St. Louis and hundreds were awakened. In north­
ern Illinois revivals commenced through his instrumentality which
have continued to the present day.
His excessive labors-at St. Louis and the bitter persecution to which
he was exposed. broke down his constitution, and a stroke of paralysis
followed, from which he never recovered. He however kept about, but
gradually failed. He was with us at out last session, and took a deep
interest in all the deliberations. On the Monday following, at Bro.
Osgood Joslyn's, near Marengo, he was suddenly taken worse. He
lingered along till next day, when, with a smile of Heaven upon his
countenance, he passed away. A short time before he was struck
down he said to Bro. Joselyn, who took a fatherly care of him, "Os­
good, I want to leave my testimony with you. Tell the people Ihave
tried this religion for thirty years and it stands the test ; and it is THE
ONLY WAY THAT WILL STAND THE TEST."
IRA \V. GOULD was a young man of uncommon promise. He was
converted young; soon began to preach, and at the age of eighteen
was an ordained elder in the Wesleyan Methodist Church. He expe­
rienced the blessing of holiness among the Free Methodists and felt
it his duty to join them. After this step was taken, a brother whom
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he loved, assigned several strong reasons why he ought not to have
left the church to which he belonged. He listened attentively, and
then said, "Brother, I never took that view of the matter; with me
it was a question of heaven or hell." This was the secret of his
life. He acted from motives drawn from eternity. He joined the Illi­
nois Conference of the Free Methodist Church at its session of 1862.
His health was poor, but he labored on the St. Charles circuit with
great acceptability. In 1863 he was stationed on the Crystal Lake
circuit. His health continued to decline. Consumption was doing
its work. We have not the particulars of his death, but understand
that he passed away in holy triumph. Rro. Gould was a man of great
simplicity and purity of character. He was a preacher of more than
ordinary ability, and a whole-souled servant of Christ.
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HELD AT AKRON, N. Y., SEPT. 29, 1864.
THE GENESEE Annual Conference of the Free Methodist
Church held its fifth session at Akron, Erie Co., N. Y., com­
mencing on Thursday morning, Sept. 29th, and closing on Sat­
urday evening, Oct. 1st, 1864.
The session was opened by reading the Scriptures, singing
and prayer.
Rev. B. T. Roberts, the Superintendent, presided.
Rev. A. A. Phelps was elected Secretary, and Thomas Sully
Assistant.
The roll was called, and nearly all the preachers responded to
their names.
Moved that preachers on probation, with corresponding lay
delegates, be admitted as acting members of this body: Car­
ried.
Moved that every regularly constituted circuit be represented
in this body by a delegate duly elected. Carried.
Moved that the same rule shall hold for the coming year.
Carried.
COMMITTEES.
On Public Wm·ship-A. A. Phelps, A. F. Curry.
Missionary-G. W. Marcellus, O. O. Bacon, A. F. Curry, J.
B. Pike, Benoni Carpenter, R. H. McCoy.
Sunday Schools-Wm. Manning, S. H. Lowe, Hart Smith,
Loren Hill.
On the (Jountry-B. T. Roberts, J. W. Reddy.
To Publish the Minutes-A. A. Phelps, Thomas Sully.
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To Oollect Funds for the Same-Wm. Jones, Wm. Jaekson.
On Raising and Using Tobacco, Raisi'l1g Hops, Raising the
Wine Plant, and. ]I,[aking Cheese on the Sabbath-A. F. Curry,




1. What are the names of the Preachers and Delegates hav­































HIRAM DRAPER, N. A. BENNETT,
G. \V. HOLMES, J'ous \V ILSON,
BAILEY BURRITT, J. B. PIKE,
HART SMITH, T. CORLISS,
IRA \VILCOX, MARK N. VELZY,
R. H. McCoY, BENONI CARPENTER,
THOMAS SULLY, HARLOW FIELD,
DEWEY TEFFT, JESSE MCRDOCK,
HIRAM SNELL, JOin, 'POTTER,
LOREN HILL, A. PICKARD.
2. 'Who are the Stationing Committee 1
B. T. Roherts, J. W. Reddy, Asa Abell, Levi Wood, G. W.
Holmes, Mark N. Velzey, N. A. Bennett.
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3. What Preachers are admitted on trial 1
Parker Butterfield, M. E. Brown, Ichabod C. White.
4. Who remain on trial 1
James McAlpine, S. H. Lowe, G. W. Coleman, A. B. Math�
ewson.
5. Who are admitted into full connection �
William Jackson, Franklin J. Ewell.
6. Who are the Deacons 1
Otis O. Bacon, William Manning, William Jones, G. W.
Marcellus, G. W. Humphrey, Franklin J. Ewell,* William
Jacksou."
7. Who have been elected and ordained Elders this year 1
J. B. Freeland.
8: Who have located this year 1
None.
9. Who are the superannuated Preachers 1
We have none.
10. Who have been expelled from the Connection this year I
None.
11. Who have withdrawn from the Connection this year 1
None.
12. Are all the preachers blameless in life and conversation �
Have they, through the past year, discharged their duties to
God, themselves, and to each other, as required by the Disci­
cipline, Chap. III. Sec. IX. 7
No charges were preferred against any. Opportunity was
given to offer objections, as the name of each Preacher was call­
ed. It was thought that a few were deficient in pastoral visit­
ing. May the great Head of the Church so breathe upon us
that all our words, desires, and actions shall be under the con­
trol oflove !
13. Who have died this year 1
None.
*Ordained this year.
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I.-ON FUNDS FOR THE MINUTES.
The Commhtc reported $35,25.
H.-MISSIONARY.
The Committe report cash in hand, $151,78. We recommend the
following distribution of it, which was ordered:
To the Eldred Circuit, as voted last year, $50 00
To Sister Stiles, GO 00
To Parker Butterfield, 10 00
To Levi Wood, 31 78
We also recommend that $75 of the Missionary money to be raised
the coming year be appropriated to the Eldred circuit.
Adopted.
HI.-ON SUNDAY SCHOOLS.
Inasmuch as we regard the Sabbath School as an important instru­
ment, under God, for the preservation of our children and youth from
immorali ty and crime, and the early devotement of their affections
and energies to the cause of Christ, we would again urgently invite
the attention of all interested in the triumph of the cross, to this effi­
cient agent for the spread of the Gospel. We would respectfully rec­
ommend
1. That the members of our congregations, both old and young, en­
gage in this interesting and profitable work, either as teachers or
echolars.
2. That a sermon be preached on the subject of Sabba� Schools
once a quarter before each society in this Conference.
3. That in the selection of superintendents and teachers, both their
theoretical and practical acquaintancewith Divine truth be considered.
4. That a competent person be appointed for each school, to instruct
it in singing, and to assume control of that department.
5. That a report of the number of conversions in the Sunday Schools
be furnished by the preacherss in charge of circuits or stations, for in­
sertion in the Minutes of this Conference.
6. That for books and paperswe patronize the M. E. S. S. Union.
Adopted.
IV.-ON RAISING AND USING TOBACCO, RAISING HOPS,
RAISING THE WINE-PLANT, AND MAKING
CHEESE ON THE SABBATH.
The raising and habitual using of Tobacco is contrary to the spirit
of the Gospel. The weed is a narcotic poison; so virulent that a drop
of its oil is a fatal dose. A wilted leaf placed on the breast of a child
will soon be followed by death. Its use is an exceedingly filthy and
loathsome practice in all its parts and phases. Its nauseous and un­
sightly pools of disgusting slime are almost unendurable; defiling
every thing with which they come in contact. It unnerves the sys­
tem, injures the health, produces irritability of temper, and creates an
appetite for strong drink. The raising and using of it involve an inex­
cusable waste of time, a perversion of valuable lands, and a misappli­
cation ofmilions of money.
The raising of the wine-plant and hops for the market we regard
as little better than the rum traffic generally.
We place the making of cheese, and the selling or delivery of milk
to the factory on the Sabbath, in the category with Sabbath-break­
ing generally.
Adopted by the Conference.
V.-ON THE COUNTRY.
"We are men of peace. Our Master whom we supremely love and
endeavor to serve, is the Prince of Peace. He has taught us to love our
enemies, and to do good as far as possible to all mankind. But, He
has also taught us, that "the Magistrate beareth not the sword in
vain." He is to be a <t terror to evil-doers." But how can this be if
the laws against crime are not executed? And how can they be
executed without the exercise of physical force? If force may be used
to execute laws against a single highwayman, may it not be against
a band of criminals, who set the law at defince? Does the magnitude
of a conspiracy against just laws, and the common rights of human­
ity, render the employment of whatever force, for whatever time may
be necessary for its suppression, unchristian and wrong? Is it right
to punish petit larceny, and wrong to punish murder? If not, then is
the effort to suppress, by force of arms, the wicked rebellion still
existing in this country entirely consistent with the Christian religion.
Humanity demands that the rebellion be put down, no matter how
great the expenditure of blood and treasure necessary to secure its
overthrow. The fate of the ambitious, unscrupulous men, who, be-
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cause deprived in a perfectly legal and proper manner of the pat­
ronage of the government, which they have invariably used for the
spread and perpetuation of human bondage, have conspired for the
overthrow of the Nation, and who, in endeavoring to carry out their
nefarious schemes, have deluged the land with blood, and multiplied
widows and orphans in all our borders, should stand upon the page of
history as a warning to conspirators against the rights of men in all
future ages.
In common with our fellow citizens we feel the burden of this ter­
rible struggle for national existence and the rights of' humanity.
We enjoy no immunity from the perils it involves. Some of the
preachers of our denomination have bravely led their men upon the
field of battle and have nobly fallen in the sanguinary strife. Our
brothers and our sons are still in the post of danger, or have laid down
their lives for our beloved country. Should the war continue we are
liable to be called on to follow their example. As Christians and as
men we deprecate this great effusion of blood and we devoutly and
unitedly pray for the return of peace. But we would have a peace
that promises to be permanent in its character and beneficial in its
results, Therefore.
Resolved, 1. That much as we deprecate the suffering caused by
the civil war now raging in our land, we have no desire to have it
stop until the rebellion is thoroughly subdued, and slavery, its guilty
cause, is completely and forever extinguished in all our borders.
2. That while we keep ourselves aloof from all party strife, we do
most cordially sustain the government in its efforts to subdue the re­
bellion, and especially in the emancipation policy; and we trust it
will go on in the same direction until all their rights as men are
restored to the colored race.
3. That while we do not believe in any unnecessary intermeddling
with the political opinions of individuals, yet we do not see how any
who sympathize with slaveholding, and with the slave-holder's re­
bellion, can consistently belong to the Free Methodist Church, or.
indeed, to any religious body professing to be governed by the princi­
ples of the New Testament.
4. That we render devout thanksgiving to God for the recent vic­
tories he has given our armies, and we will fervently pray the Lord
of Hosts to continue His interposition in behalf of our Nation, and
give success to our arms, and restore peace and prosperity to our land­
and establish our free institutions on the firm foundation of uni,
versal righteousness and justice.
Adopted by the Conference.
Moved that this report be published in the Earnest Christian,
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Northern independent, N. Y. Tribune, Rochester Democrat and
Buflalo Morning Express.
--0--
By motion, on Friday morning, Jonathan Maynard, reserve
delegate from West Falls, was admitted to a seat in place of
Harlow Field, absent.
By motion, Hiram Snell was allowed to return home.
The case of J. A. Wilson was presented. The Conference
authorized the District Chairman to employ him.
Moved that if practicable we accede to the proposition of the
Illinois Conference, to have the Minutes of the three Conferences
published and bound together. Carried.
Moved that all claims be referred to the Missionary Commit­
tee. Carried.
James Mathews was received into this Conference by transfer
from the Susquehanna Conference.
Resolved, That all the preachers in full connection be request­
ed to remain during the passage of their character; except (1,)
when their cases are brought forward for ordination, or (2,)
when for any special reason the Conference shall desire them
to retire. Adopted.
A public collection was taken up for the benefit of Sister Stiles
amounting to $80. J. W. Reddy was appointed to convey the
money.
Marquis D. McDougal, a Local Preacher was ordained Dea­
con, and afterwards Elder, in view of his relation to the Feder­
al Army. Ransom H. Jenison was ordained as a local Deacon.
The following document was presented and adopted:
To the Mem1Jers of the Iliinois and Susquehamma AnnuaZ -Confer­
ences :
DE.\R BRETlltEN :-At our last session the points of difference be­
tween us were candidly considered. We werewilling to accord to you
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the most perfect honesty, and claimed tho same for ourselves. Acting
on this basis, we unanimously agreed to concede half the ground, and
requested you to make an -equal concession and meet us at the middle
point. We felt that this would be mutually just and generous. But
as you refused to accept our proposition, we still desire to be H of
one heart and one mind." Therefore, maintaining the same view of
the case as before, we �gree to give up the whole ground of controver­
sy, and adopt the new edition of the Free Methodist Discipline.
Adopted, 35 to 2.
Asa Abell and Loren Hill were elected an Executive Com­
mittee, as provided for in Chap. II. Sec. V.
What shall be said of those apologists for slavery, who, by
some strange mistake, have found their way into the Free
Methodist Church 1
1. We deplore the fact that they should ever have cast in their lot
among us, without first being purged of their pro-slavery leaven.
2. We will try by all proper means to enlighten and reform them.
To this end we pledge ourselves, by our preaching, praying, and
voting, to throw the weight of our influence on the side of a pure, anti­
slavery Gospel.
3. If they still persist in their blind and unchristian course, we
earnestly request them to withdraw their names from a Church that
can have no possible sympathy with the system of chattel slavery.
Adopted by the Conference.
A vote of thanks was tendered the friends at Akron, for their
kind reception and entertainment of the Conference during its
session.
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Rushford, Belmont and E. Hill,
'Vest Falls and East Otto,
Eldred,
Voted that Asa Abell be at liberty to travel through the
Conference as the work may. demand.
Roswell Canfield was located by the Conference.
18. Where and when shall our next Conference be held.




F. J. EWELL,A. B. MATHEWS·ON.
JAMES McALPINE.
LEVI WOOD.
COMMITTEES OF EXAMINATION ON THE COURSE OF STUDY.
p limi C 5A. G. TERRY,re i mary ourse, 1 J. B. FREELAND.
First Year, p. W. REDDY,1 J. C. THOMAS.
Second Year, 5 A. F. CURRY,t A. A. PHELPS.
Third Year, 5 ASA ABELL,1 C. D. BROOKS.
Fourth Year, {HENRY HORNSBY,LEVI WOOD.
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P. O. Address of the Preachers.
B. T. Roberts, Rochester, Monroe ce., N. Y.
Asa Abell, North Bergen, Genesee Co:
J. W. Reddy, Perry, WyomingCo.
Levi Wood, Allegany, Cattaraugus Co.
A. G. Terry,West Greece, Monroe Co.
G. W. Humphrey, Parma Centre, Monroe Co.
J. C. Thomas, East Rush, Monroe Co.
G. W. Marcellus, Brockport, Monroe Co;
E. Herrick, East Clarkson, Monroe Co.
William Jones, Wilson, Niagara Co.
A. F. Curry, Albion, Orleans Co.
C. D. Brooks, Kendall, Orleans Co.
Henry Hornsby, West Kendall, Orleans Co.
A. A. Phelps, Pekin. Niagara Co.
I. C. White, Tonawanda,
J. B� Freeland, Gowanda, Cattaraugus Co:
James Mathews, Buffalo.
Wm. Manning, Akron, Erie Co.
Parker Butterfield, Wales; Erie Co;
G. W. Coleman, LeRoy, Gehesee Co,
S. H. Lowe, Oakfield, Genesee Co.
O. O. Bacon, Johnsonsburgh, Wyoming Co.
M. E. Brown, Caneadea, Allegany Co.
Wm. Jackson, Allegany, Cattaraugus Co.
F. J. Ewell, Rushford, Allegany Co.
A. B. Mathewson, Belmont, Allegany Co.




HELD AT SYRACUSE, N. Y., OCT. 6-8, 1864.
THE SUSQUEHANNA Conference of the Free Methodist Church,
held its Fourth Annual session at Syracuse, N. Y., commencing
on the 6th of October, 1864. Rev. B. T. Roberts presided.
James Mathews was elected Secretary.
COMMITTEES.
1. On Public Worship-D. W. Thurston, J. Mathews, S.
Beckwith.
2. On Statistics-D. M. Sinclair.
3. On Sunday Schoola-W. Smith, M. N. Downing, B. F.
Stoutenberg.
4 .. On Publishing the Minutes-D. W. Thurston, J. Math-
ews, S. Beckwith.
5. On Bible Oause-H. Fox, P. P. Werner, S. Irwin.
6. On Mission,s-D. W. Thurston, W. Gould, L. Mitchell.
7. On the State of the (Jountry-J. Mathews, D. W.
Thurston.
8. Executive Oommittee-W. Cooley, S. Beckwith.
DISCIPLINARY QUESTIONS.
--0--
1. What are the names of the Preachers and Delegates hav-
ing a seat in this Conference 1
Preachers-W. Cooley, D. W. Thurston, D. M. Sinclair,
J. Mathews, M. N. Downing, W. Gould, W. Smith, H. Fox,
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R. S. Bronson, J. B. Stacey, J. Olney, A. L. Holliday, Z. Os­
borne, A. B. Burdick, J. Odell, B. F. Stontenberg, S. H. Bronson.
Lay Delegates-Syracuse, W. Gere; Utica, S. Beckwith ;
Binghamton, B. F. Stoutenberg; New York, S. Irwin; Rose,
L. Mitchell; Gibson, C. E. Maxson; Owasco, A. Cuykendall ;
Schoharie, P. P. "Verner; Nelson, I!. P. Huchinson; vVindsor,
H. A. "Villiams; "Vhite Haven, Wm. Bertels; Carbondale, S.
H. Bronson; Otsego, D. Colgrove, H. Thompson; Corning,
A. II. Knapp.
2. Who arc the Stationing Committee 1
B. T. Roberts, D. W. Thurston, "V. Cooley, "V. Gould, S.
Beckwith, L. Mitchell, B. F. Stoutenberg.
3. What Preachers are admitted on trial?
James Odell, B. :F. Stoutenburg, S. H. Bronson.
4. Who remain on trial ?
A. L. Holliday, J. B. Stacey, R. S. Bronson, Z, Osborne.
5. Who are admitted into full connection 1
Hiram Fox.
6. Who have been elected and ordained Deacons 1
H. Fox, S. H. Bronson, Z. Osborne.
7. Who have been elected and ordained Elders tpis year?
D. M. Sinclair, J. Mathews, M. N. Downing,
8. Who have located this year?
None.
9. Who are the superannuated Preachers?
Not any.
10. Who have been expelled from the Connection this yead
None.
11. 'Vho have withdrawn from the Connection thjs year?
Not any.
12. Are all the preachers blameless in life and conversation 1
The preachers' names were all called, and their characters
separately examined and passed,
13. Who have died this year 1
None.
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18. \Vhere and when shall our next Conference be held?
At Utica, on Thursday nearest October 12th, 1865.
I.-ON THE STATE OF THE COUNTRY.
Our nation is passing through a terrible ordeal. We have been a
wicked people and God is punishing 1:I,S, His judgments are abroad in
the land, yet we hope in hismercy. Our land is deluged in blood, and
many families in our connection mourn the loss of dear ones who have
died in defence of our national rights. We deem it due to our brave
brethren in the field, that we encourage them by declaring our posi­
tion at a time when there are so many enemies in the land who ery
"Peace, peace, when God hath not spoken it." Therefore, we as a Con­
ference unanimously resolve
1. That the Bible justifies the magistrate in the use of the sword to
punish evil-doers, and that the alders and abettors of this cursed rebel­
lion are evildoers.
2. That while we pity, we strongly condemn the course taken by
many at the North, who, by open opposition, or covert inisnuations,
strive to embarrass our noble President, Abraham Lincoln, and his
peace commissioners, such as Grant, Sherman, Sheridan, Farragut
and others; and that we will, by our votes, show our appreciation of
the conduct of those who have determined to prevent the establish­
ment of a Confederacy upon this Continent, the corner-stone of which
is to be SLAVERY.
3. That we devoutly thank.Almighty God for the recent victories by
land and sea; and will pray him still to bless our arms.
4. That we will earnestly pray for all that are in authority, that they
may be guided aright, and that no compromise may be effected, or
armistice allowed, uutil this wicked rebellion, and Slavery, itJ:! dlabol]­
cal cause, be driven from the South.
The above report was received, and adopted by a rising
vote,
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n.-COMMITTEE ON SABBATH SCHOOLS.
Whe'l'ea8, The Sabbath School cause has been but imperfectly at
tended to by us as a denomination; and whereas, the hope of the
church of God in securing the world's salvation depends much upon
the proper culture of the children and youth; and whereas, the Sun­
day School has been and is an indispensable auxiliary of the church
in accomplishing her mission. Therefore
Resolved, 1. That we as a Conference believe the Sabbath School
cause ought not to be neglected among us.
2. That wewill in the coming year put forth renewed and increased
efforts, for the establishment and maintenance of Sunday Schools
among our people, and to bring under the influence of this nursery of
the Church, the children and youth of our communities.
3. That we will discourage the employment of unconverted persons
as Sunday School teachers.
4. That we will do all in our power to discourage the practice of
Picnics and Festivals, such as are generally used as a means of inspi­
ration and success.
IlL-COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS.
While we fully recognize the importance and necessity of obeying
that command of Christ, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature, and therefore of engaging in the work of
Foreign as well as Home Missions; yet we believe that this can only
be done as circumstances under the control of God's providence per­
mit. In view of the state of the work among us, we deem it best for
the present to confine our efforts in the Missionary department to
building up and extending the work of God within the bounds of
this Conference. And that this may be more efficiently done; We
Resolve, 1. That three ministers and delegates together with a
Treasurer and Secretary shall be appointed as a Missionary Committee,
the said Committee shall have charge of the permanent work among
us during the coming year.
2. That a Missionary Collection be taken up in all our places of
worship within the bounds of this Conference during the year, and
also exhort our people to make liberal subscriptions for promoting
Missionary objects among us.
.
3. That the Missionary Committee be instructed to prepare a plan
for the formation of a permanent Missionary Association within the
bounds of this Conference, to be presented at the next session.
4. That all monies already collected, or to be collected during the
year, for Mlssionary purposes, be paid to the aforesaid Committee, and
appropriated at their discretion in aiding needy charges, or extending
the work of God in this Conference.
32
IV.-COMMI'l'TEE ON BIBLE CAUSE.
Whereas, The diffusion of religions knowledge is the only means by
which mankind can be savlngly benefited, and whereas: the Bible is
the only and the sufficient rule of faith and practice, and, whereas:
multitudes are destitute of the Word of God, therefore,
Resolved, That we will cordially co-operate with the American Bible
Society in its work of spreading the Scriptures.
2. That we will during the year preach upon, and take up collections
for the Bible cause.
Resolved, 1. That the examining Committees be appointed by the
chair.
The following are the committees as appointed:
Preliminary Course-A. B. BURDICK,
First Year's Course-M. N. DOWNING-.
Second Year's Course-D. W. THURSTON, W. COOLEY.
Third Year's Course--W. SMITH, D. M. SINCLAIR.
Fourth Year's Course--B. T. RODERTS, (By request of the Confer­
ence.)
2. Resolved, That we concur with the proposition made by the
Western and Genesee Conferences, to publish the minutes of the three
Conferences together; and that the Secretary shall furnish a short ac­
count of the former sessions of this Conference from the time of its
organization to accompany the minutes of this session.
3. Resolved, That as a Conference we cordially approve of the" Earn­
est Ohristion. ;" and will do all that we can to increase its circulation.
lVhereas, our dear brother and fellow-laborer, James Mathews, is
about to be transferred to another Conference, therefore
4. Resolved, That we part with our brother with deep regret, but
praying that hemay continue to enjoy the blessings of the Great Head
of the church, and hoping that he may at some future period be per­
mitted to rejoin our little band, we recommend him to the sympathies
and prayers of the brethern with whom he is about to be associated.
5. Resolved, That the preachers shall meet at the place of Confer­
ence for examination, one day previous to the time of its session.
6. Resolved, That we tender our sincere thanks to tho people of' Syra­
cuse for their kind attention, and the hospitalities received by us dur­
ing the session of this Conference.
Rev. Dr. Bowen, of the Oneida Conference, was present <lur­
ing the Conference, took part in the exercises by invitation, and
preached with much unction and power on Sabbath morning,
from" What must I do to be saved."
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Rev. A. G. Terry, of the Genesee Conference was also pres­
ent, and gave an account of the Western and Genesee Confer­
ences.
'The preachers, lay delegates, and people came expecting to
receive a great baptism from on high, and they were not disap­
pointed. The religious exercises were conducted in the Spirit,
find great grace rested on the people.
There seemed to be this determination in the minds of the
brethren as they parted to go each to his labor; "Go forth
weeping, hearing precious seed," fully expecting to " return
fl,gain with rejoicing, bringing their sheaves with thorn."
JAMES MATHEWS, Sec'y,
APPENDIX.
[A briof account of the former sessions of the Susquehanna Conference,
to be added to the Minutes of this year, according to a resolution
passed by the Conference.]
FIRST SESSION.
THE Susquehanna Conference of the Free Methodist Church
was organized in Union, Broome Co. N. Y., April 10th, 1862,
by Rev. B. T. Roberts, the General Superintendent.
It was composed of 6 members and the following were its
appointments:
Union Circuit-James Guion.
Madison and Otsego-J. Olney.
Rose-W. Cooley.
Hudson River Mission-A. B. Burdick.
Susquehanna-To F. Johnson.
Whitehaven-To be supplied.
It adjourned to meet at Rose, Wayne Co. Sept. 15th, 1862.
A. L. BURDICK, Sec'y.
SECOND SESSION.
The Second session of the Susquehanna Conference was held
at Rose, Wayne Co. N. Y., commencing Sept. 15, 1862, Rev.
B. T. Roberts presided, and R! S. Bronson was elected Seere­
tary. It was composed of the folowing preachers and delegates:
Preachers-W. Cooley, T. W. Reed, J. Guion, R. S. Bron-
son, J. Olney, T. F. Johnson, A. W. Perry.
Delegates-J. Whitney, C. T. Cure, J. Barrett, D. Bailey.
H. Fox received on trial..
T. W. Reed was elected and ordained deacon.
W. Cooley, T. W. Reed reserve, J. Whitney, J. Collins re
serve, elected delegates to the General Convention to meet at
St. Charles, Ill. Oct. 8th, 1862.
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The appointments were follows:
NORTH DISTRICT.
W. COOLEY, CJw,irman.
Rose and Sodus-«W. Cooley, L. Barret, Supply.
Nelson andOtsego-J. Olney, H. Fox.
SOUTH DISTRICT.
General Superintendent to act as Chairman.
Union andBin.qltamton-A. W. Perry, J. Guion.
Corning-To W. Reed.
South Gibson-T. F. Johnson.
Randolph and Oakland-R. S. Bronson.
White Haoen=-t». B. Burdick.
Adjourned to meet at Binghamton, Broome Co. N. Y. Oct.
8th 1863.
THIRD SESSION.
The Third session. of the Susquehanna Conference was held
'at Binghamton, oommencing Oct. 8th 1863. Rev. B. T. Rob­
erts in the chair, W. Gould, Sec'y. Preachers and delegates
as follows :
Preachetrs-W. Cooley, J. Guion, H. Fox, R. S. Bronson,
T. F.. .Johns0I11., J. Olney, T. W. Reed, A. W. Perry•
.Delega'tes--Rose, J. Collins, H. Bradshaw; Gibson, J. F.
Brundage; Binghamton, B. F. Stoutenburg; Whitehaven, J •
.Rqger; Vestal and Union,. J Severson; Chemung, J. Hallen­
becK; Nelson, Bro. Burlinghame,
Z. Osborne, A. L. Holliday, J. B. Stacey were received on
triat
D. W. Thurston, D. M. Sinolair, W. Gould, J. Carver, M.
N. Downing, W. Smith, T. 'V. Reed, J. Mathews were admit­
ted into full connection,
A. B. Burdick was elected and ordained deacon.
A. W. Perry was discontinued at his own request.
Number of church members reported, 504.
SYRACUSE DISTRICT.
D. 'V. THURSTON, Oluzirman.
S.IIracuse and Utica-D. W. Thurston, J. Mathews.
Nelson and Fenner-Z. Osborne.
Uhenanqo and OtSl'go-J. Olney, A. L. Holliday.






Windsor and Carbondale-W. Cooley.
Eaton-T. F. Johnson.
Gwson-W. Smith.
Vestal and Union-J. B. Stacey.
WAYNE DISTRICT.
Rose and Olyde-Y. N. Downing, one to be supplied.
Bushnell's Basin-W. Gould.
Oltemung and Naple8-T. W. Reed, J. Gll'ton.
Ohairman.
























Total. 67 3655 33 $64,653
• The value of the church at Bu1falo is $5,000 instead of $500 as in table.
